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Program

Program
WELCOME
Brian Jackson
Anchor and Reporter, Fox 32 Chicago

TOP ESSAY WINNERS
Janiya De’asia Joseph  (First Place)
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy High School
Attending Saint Xavier University

Nasir Truman  (Second Place)
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Wilberforce University

Skyla Naiomi Dunnington  (Third Place)
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Knox College

SALUTE TO THE CLASS OF 2026
Vanise Hardy
Vice President of Educational Services at Ada S. McKinley 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Myetie Hamilton
CEO of Leadership Greater Chicago
Ada S. McKinley College & Career Preparation Program Alum

REMARKS FROM OUR PREMIER SPONSOR
Michael Harris
President of Wintrust 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Revie Sorey
Former Ada S. McKinley Educational Services Director 
Former Professional American Football Player (Chicago Bears, 1975-1983) 

Anita Efron
Trunk Scholarship Founding Committee 

AWARDING OF THE TRUNKS & CLOSING REMARKS
Jamal Malone
CEO of Ada S. McKinley

Congratulations Class of 2026

Congratulations
Class of 2026

We are so proud of you!
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About the Trunk Scholarships

ABOUT THE TRUNK SCHOLARSHIPS 
An Extension of our Commitment to Education
The Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships are named in honor of our former 
Educational Services Director and retired Chicago Bear (1975-1983). 
Revie trailblazed the program 18 years ago when he learned that our 
college-bound students were burdened by the expenses of dorm room 
and school supplies not covered by grants and scholarships. 

The Trunk Scholarships are an important extension of our acclaimed 
College & Career Preparation Program serving more than 1,600 Chicago 
Public School students annually. Pioneered by the late Silas Purnell in the 
1960s, the program has placed more than 75,000 youth in more than 
400 colleges and universities throughout the United States. 

We begin guiding students in exploring careers and preparing them 
for college as early as middle school through crucial services that 
include tutoring and mentoring, academic and career counseling, 
college tours, college placement, and assistance in obtaining financial 
aid and scholarships.
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Trunk Contents

– HP Laptop               
– Laptop Carrying Case
– Wireless Bluetooth Mouse
– Echo Pop Alexa Speaker
– USB Desk Lamp      
– Desk Fan
– Ear Buds
– Extension Cord/Surge Protector
– 8-pack Cord Organizer
– Foldable Laptop Bed Stand
– Seat Cushion w/Lumbar Support
– Travel Backpack
– Bedside Storage Caddy
– Bedside Shelf w/Phone Holder
– Wall Mount Organizer
– Over the Door Organizers
– Trash Can
– 12-pack Extra Large Moving Bags
– Dorm Room Shower Caddy
– Extra Large Foldable Laundry Bag
– Under the Bed Storage Container
– Mattress Protectors
– Essentials Bedding Set
– 4-pack Queen Pillows
– 6-pack Cotton Towel Set
– Clothes Steamer
– Sewing Kit
– 97-piece First Aid Kit
– 30-pack Mini Flashlight
– Personal Hygiene Items (body wash, deodorant, toothpaste)
– Cleaning/Sanitation Items (disinfecting spray, wipes)
– Oil Diffuser
– 40-piece Wristlet Keychain
– 50 Spiral Notebooks
– Back to School College Bundle
– 24-pack Instant Noodle Pack
– 6-piece Ramen Noodle Bowls
– 42-piece Dinnerware Set
– 6 Month Subscription for 24/7 Online Tutor Support
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Keynote Speaker

Myetie Hamilton brings over 25 years of 
experience leading innovative change in 
Chicago’s education, non-profit, and public 
sectors. She is the Chief Executive Officer 
of Leadership Greater Chicago (LGC), the 
region’s premier organization for fostering 
and growing civic leadership. She is the first 
Black woman to hold this role. 

Before joining LGC, Myetie served most 
recently as the Executive Director of City 
Year Chicago. She also served as Executive 
Director of EPIC Academy and had an 
extensive career with Chicago Public Schools 
(CPS). Myetie served as former President of 
the Chicago Park District and a Commissioner 
for the Public Building Commission of 
Chicago. She is Vice Chair for the Provident 
Foundation and a board member of the 
Museum of Science and Industry and A 
Better Chicago. 

Keynote Speaker
Myetie Hamilton
CEO of Leadership Greater Chicago
Ada S. McKinley College & Career Preparation Program Alum

Myetie has been acknowledged by Crain’s Chicago Business as a Notable 
Leader in Community Development, a Notable Black Leader, and Who’s 
Who in Chicago Business 2026. She is a 2025 Chicago United BLC honoree 
and has been recognized by lifestyle media outlet Make It Better as one of 
Chicago’s 38 Top Black Women of Impact and by the Chicago Defender as 
a 2018 Women of Excellence Award recipient. 

She holds a bachelor’s degree from Alabama A&M University, a master’s 
degree from the Illinois Institute of Technology, and has been a Leadership 
Greater Chicago Fellow since 2016.

Master of Ceremonies

Master of Ceremonies
Brian Jackson
Anchor and Reporter
Fox 32 Chicago

Brian Jackson is a morning news anchor 
and reporter for Fox Chicago who grew 
up just outside the city in Matteson, IL. 
Around the 6th grade, he met a local 
sportscaster who inspired him to pursue a 
career in journalism. He began reading the 
announcements at church and attended 
Rich South High School where he wrote 
for the school newspaper. 

Brian went on to graduate from Howard 
University then spent about a decade 
working mainly behind the scenes at 
Comcast SportsNet. He later became a 
news anchor for WJXT-TV in Jacksonville, 
Florida; WTXL-TV in Tallahassee, Florida; 
and Fox 13 in Seattle. 

He returned to his hometown in 2024 and joined Fox 32 as co-anchor 
for Good Day Chicago. He can be seen pinch hitting for the sports 
department, covering the teams he grew up rooting for (it’s 
Southsiders all day over the Cubs in case you were wondering). 

Outside of work, Brian enjoys being physically active. He has mentored 
for Big Brothers Big Sisters and volunteered at local schools in the 
cities he has worked in.
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ESSAY WINNERS & FINALISTS
2025 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships

Empower. Educate. Employ.
Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc.

“The rose that grew from concrete" by Tupac Shakur. That is a quote 
that resonates with me in every aspect of my life. Growing up I lived in 
a single parent household with only me, my mom, my big brother, and 
my grandmother. We were all we had and we were okay with that. I 
never thought I would ever have to live without them because there 
never was a time when they weren't  there or around. 2021 came and 
so did COVID-19. Little did I know what toll it was about to take on my 
family. 

My brother passed away from COVID first, and then my mom passed 
away from it a few weeks later. My world had gotten flipped upside 
down within a blink of an eye and there wasn't anything I could do 
about it. School started to become an outlet for me. Doing good and 
getting good grades was a positive to so many negatives that were 
happening in my life. I always wanted to go to college. I used to hear 
stories about the sororities and frats and I always wanted to be a part 
of that HBCU college experience. 

In college I am going to pursue Marketing and Music Production. At one 
point in my life I want to own things of my own so marketing is just 
what I need to learn the ins and outs of running a business. While music 
production has always been something I loved. Listening to music, 
writing music, and knowing how its created is what I love and going to 
college for it would make my dream come true. 

I am the rose that grew from concrete. Through all the battles and 
hardships I have faced and still facing I still rise and grow. I choose to 
want better. I choose to be better. I am going to continue to overcome. 
The next stop in my journey will be college at Savannah State Universi-
ty and I can't wait to see what is in store for me. I'm so excited.

 

Janiya De'asia Joseph
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Saint Xavier University

First Place Winner

Essay Winners

I am in pursuit of the best version of myself. My desire to become a nurse is 
from my life experiences, faith, and resilience. From a very young age, I 
learned firsthand the impact that skilled healthcare professionals can have  
on a patient and their family. As a baby, I was hospitalized with necrotizing  
pneumonia and lost my left lung. Doctors advised my parents to give up  
hope, yet they held onto faith and perseverance. Today, I stand as a healthy  
and determined 18-year-old, living proof of resilience and miracles. 

That early experience shaped my passion for nursing and my desire to be a 
source of hope for others. This aligns perfectly with my values, goals, personal 
growth, integrity, and qualities that reflect who I am and the nurse and who 
I plan to become. I believe that this will not only prepare me with the clinical 
knowledge and skills needed to succeed in nursing, but also help me turn into a 
leader who serves with empathy and cultural awareness. 

As a proud Haitian woman, I understand the importance of cultural identity and 
representation in healthcare. My background has taught me independence, and 
adaptability is essential for success in nursing school. I have overcome personal 
obstacles, moments of misunderstanding, and academic challenges by learning 
to motivate myself, stay disciplined, and persevere. 

I will be successful as a nursing student because I am intelligent, tenacious, 
and self-driven. I have learned that life happens for me, not to me, and every 
challenge has prepared me for the responsibility of caring for others. Therefore 
I am ready to work hard and grow. 

Receiving this scholarship would help me because it can take away some of 
the stuff I would have to pay to go to college. This helps in other ways such as 
managing all the other things I would have to pay for out of pocket like books 
and miscellaneous things. This could also help with future things that may 
happen like you could get to the school and something happens to the point 
where you would need help.

Congratulations Essay Winners

Congratulations!
2026 Essay Winners
As part of our Trunk Scholarship selection  

process, applicants are asked to submit a short 
essay expressing why a post-secondary 

education is important to them. In addition to a 
trunk filled with the living and learning  

essentials first-year students need to adjust 
and achieve success in their new environment, 
the top essay winners receive a cash award in 
the form of a gift card to help cover other fees 
and incidentals. We are proud to recognize this 
year’s winners and share their inspiring essays.
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ESSAY WINNERS & FINALISTS
2025 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships

Empower. Educate. Employ.
Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc.

College is important to me because it represents a major step toward 
achieving the goals I’ve dreamed about for most of my life. Ever since I 
was young, I knew that going to college was something I wanted for 
myself—not just to earn a degree, but to grow as a person. I see college 
as a place where I can continue to learn, explore my interests, and push 
myself beyond what I ever thought possible.

Education has always been a priority in my life, and college gives me 
the chance to continue that journey. It’s more than just classrooms and 

-
ent backgrounds, and gaining experiences that will prepare me for the 
future. I want to be in an environment that challenges me academically 
and encourages me to become more independent and self-aware.

One of the main reasons I want to go to college is to study psychology. 
I’ve always been interested in how people think and what they go 
through emotionally and mentally. My goal is to help those who are 
struggling and bring more awareness to mental health. I want to 
become someone people can trust, someone who listens, understands, 

At the same time, I’m passionate about scriptwriting. Writing allows me 
to express myself creatively and tell stories that matter. Through televi-
sion, film, or plays, I hope to create scripts that reflect real-life emotions 
and situations—stories that move people, entertain them, and even help 
them heal.

College is the bridge between who I am now and who I want to be. It’s 
where I’ll gain the knowledge, skills, and inspiration to pursue both 
psychology and scriptwriting. More importantly, it’s where I’ll continue 
becoming the person I’ve always hoped to be: someone who helps, 
someone who creates, and someone who never stops growing.

Skyla Naiomi Dunnington
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Knox College

Third Place Winner

Essay Winners

My aunt has raised me since I was just three months old. She was the one 
to step up for me and my siblings when our family was deciding  
who would take in four children. 

I never truly knew my parents, only the stories told about them. For a 
long time, I questioned what my life would have been like if I had stayed 
with my mother. However, I realized that focusing on “what if” would not 
shape my future—my choices would. Growing up, I noticed a pattern in 
my family. Many had children at a young age and did not pursue higher 
education. This cycle limited opportunities and made it difficult to build 
stable futures. I made a decision early on that I would not follow that 
same path. I want more for myself, and I believe education is the key to 
achieving it. 

Obtaining a post-secondary education is important to me because it  
represents opportunity, stability, and growth. College will allow me to 
gain the knowledge and skills needed to create a future defined by my 
goals, not my circumstances. 

My aunt, with the help of her daughter, sacrificed so much to keep my 
siblings and me together. She often says she wants one of her children  
to go to college. My siblings chose different paths, but I am determined 
to be the one who fulfills that dream. I want my journey to show that 
cycles can be broken. Pursuing a postsecondary education is not just  
a goal for me—it is a step toward building a better future for myself  
and inspiring others to do the same.

Essay Winners
ESSAY WINNERS & FINALISTS
2025 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships

Nasir Truman
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Wilberforce University

Second Place Winner

My journey toward pursuing a postsecondary education has been 
shaped by both hardship and growth. At the end of my freshman year 
of high school, I lost my brother to gun violence and the dangers that 
affect many communities in Chicago. Losing someone so close to me 
changed my outlook on life and made me realize how important it is to 
create a better future for myself. A few years earlier, at the beginning of 
my eleventh year of life, I also lost my grandmother, who was one of the 
biggest sources of love and support in my life. Those losses motivated 
me to stay focused and determined to make my family proud. 

One of the biggest turning points in my life was joining the CHAMPS 
Male Mentoring Program at Ada S. McKinley. The program gave me 
guidance, support, and positive role models who truly cared about my 
future. During my junior year, I reached the highest level in the program, 
Ambassador Level. Reaching that level changed my life because it 
showed me the importance of leadership, discipline, and perseverance. 
The mentors helped keep me on track academically and personally 
while also encouraging me to pursue my goals.

Education is important to me because it represents opportunity and 
growth. Through hard work and support from my mentors, I am  
preparing to graduate with both my high school diploma and an  
associate degree in Computer Science. In the fall, I plan to attend  
Wilberforce University, where I will continue my education and march 
with the Hounds of Sound marching band. My goal is to build a  
successful career in technology while inspiring others from my  
community to never give up on their dreams.
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2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships
Essay Winners & Finalists

FIRST PLACE
Janiya De’asia Joseph

SECOND PLACE 
Nasir Truman

THIRD PLACE
Skyla Naiomi Dunnington

FINALISTS
Daniella Black
Elijah Boone

Deonte Deshaun Clemons 
Joesiah Johnson

Joshua Alexander Kranick 
Melvin Martey

Dawnisiyah Songo
Carlos Varela, Jr.

Ashton Marcelle Williams
Jacob Williams

Congratulations to all our 
Essay Winners & Finalists!

2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships
Awardees

Helen Rodell Abi-Rached
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Malcolm X College

Ezekiel Ayobami Adekola
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending University of Illinois-Chicago

Mofyinfoluwa Oluwademilade Akinwale
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending University of Illinois-Chicago

Rae Peyton Alexander
Graduate of Ogden International High School
Attending Louisiana State University

Ahmirah Denise Mercedes Anderson
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Harris-Stowe State University
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Treyvon J. Blackman
Graduate of Corliss High School
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Dakyrah K. Blackmon
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Louisiana State University

Aqil Gregory Bodden
Graduate of St. Ignatius College Prep
Attending Creighton University

Anaya Marie Bond
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Malcolm X College

Elijah Boone
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending American University

Fatmata Jaria Bah
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Cheriyah Le’nae Beale
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Roosevelt University

Lan Bijou Bell-McAllister
Graduate of Lincoln Park High School
Attending Louisiana State University Eunice

Jayla Belton
Graduate of Hansberry College Prep
Attending Monmouth College

Daniella Black
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending University of Illinois Chicago
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Julian Kellen Brown
Graduate of De La Salle Institute
Attending Valparaiso University

Kaliyah B. Brown
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Northeastern Illinois University

Marisa M. Brown
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Shamari K. Brown
Graduate of Homewood-Flossmoor High School
Attending Michigan State University

Tristan Floyd Brown
Graduate of South Dade Senior High School
Attending Florida National University

Eric Bowens
Graduate of Simeon Career Academy
Attending Kennedy-King College

Xynia Bradberry
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Xavier University of Louisiana

Tuchuria Denise Marie Brady
Graduate of Frederick Douglass Academy High School
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Briana Zahara Brisco
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending University of Chicago

Aaliyah Brooks
Graduate of Simeon Career Academy
Attending Louisiana State University
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Amanda Eloise Clayton
Graduate of Marist High School
Attending University of Iowa

Deonte Deshaun Clemons
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Chicago State University

Jamya Anteasia Coleman
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending North Park University

Kamarion Charon Coleman
Graduate of Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men - 
Bronzeville Campus
Attending Tennessee State University

Makayla Akira Coleman
Graduate of Lincoln’s ChalleNGe Academy
Attending Illinois State University

Lauren S. Butler
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending Saint Xavier University

Shyla Future Callwood
Graduate of Muchin College Prep
Attending Jackson State University

Savannah Lee Carroll
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Braylah Kylie Chambers
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Winston-Salem State University

Jayliana Yazmin Chavez
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Harold Washington College
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Marville Dwayne Davis
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Quincy D. Davis Jr.
Graduate of Corliss High School
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Mamadou Aliou Diallo
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Illinois State University

Angel Diaz
Graduate of Butler College Prep
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Skyla Naiomi Dunnington
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Knox College

Raykaya Augustina Coleman
Graduate of De La Salle Institute
Attending Loras College

Aaliayah Imani Cox
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Malcolm X College

Ceniese Ciara Crowder
Graduate of Rich Township High School STEM Campus
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Deziya N. Cunningham
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Saint Xavier University

Mari’el Curb
Graduate of Lindblom Math & Science Academy
Attending Tuskegee University
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Kennedy Pearl Glover
Graduate of Whitney M. Young Magnet High School
Attending Xavier University of Louisiana

Ramon Godfrey
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Kennedy-King College

Antwonette Golatte
Graduate of Gwendolyn Brooks College Prep
Attending Illinois State University

Deja Monet Gooden
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Harold Washington College

Zoe Sabah Goodwin
Graduate of Lindblom Math & Science Academy
Attending North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University

Trinity Earskine
Graduate of Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Chayse Edmondson
Graduate of William H. Taft High School
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Djuan Leshea Elligan
Graduate of Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences
Attending Illinois State University

Shamira Antoinette Elms
Graduate of McKinley Lakeside Leadership Academy
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

London Khloe Evans
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Mississippi State University
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Tyrese C. Harmon
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Northeastern Illinois University

Chey’Anne Michelle Harris
Graduate of Mather High School
Attending Morgan State University

Keshawn Harris
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Imareyah Harvey
Graduate of Niles West High School
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Shamyah A. Hayes
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Aniya Cydney Somone Green
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending Northern Illinois University

Damari Z. Griffin
Graduate of Leo Catholic High School
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Nathaniel Keshawn Guy
Graduate of King College Preparatory High School
Attending University of St. Francis-Joliet

Jaiden Antonio Bernard Hall
Graduate of Corliss High School
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Alexcia Hardin
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Malcolm X College
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Ja’kobe Lamar Igess
Graduate of Rowe-Clark Math & Science Academy
Attending Northeastern Illinois University

My’Auna Europe Ingram
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

My’Auni Egypt lngram
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Ashly Jolieth Inocente
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Malcom X College

Akeelah Aniyah Jaco
Graduate of The Chicago High School for the Arts
Attending Howard University

Miles Nassir Heath
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Northern Illinois University

Javar Lavae Hogans
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Illinois State University

Justin Howard
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Jackson State University

Jayla Jovan Hudson
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Northern Illinois University

Joshua Hurley
Graduate of Curie High School
Attending Central State University
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Roderick Corneliuse Johnson
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Janiya De’asia Joseph
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Saint Xavier University

Lea Mae Kelly
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Malcolm X College

Joshua Alexander Kranick
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Wabash College

Josiah Lawrence
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Dawson Technical Institute of Kennedy King College

Heaven Jaliah Jenkins
Graduate of Morgan Park Academy
Attending Bradley University

Jaqari Angel Jenkins-Wilson
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Alabama A&M University

Joesiah Johnson
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Hesston College

Justyss Ashley Johnson
Graduate of Morton High School
Attending Indiana University Bloomington

Khadazah Denise Johnson
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Chicago State University



2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships
Awardees

2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships
Awardees

2026 Trunk Scholarships Program Booklet - Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc. - 31 30 - 2026 Trunk Scholarships Program Booklet - Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc.

Malachi Little
Graduate of Lindblom Math & Science Academy
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

London Lockhart
Graduate of Lincoln Park High School
Attending Louisiana State University

Kennita Danielle Love
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Wilbur Wright College

Christian Louis Lowe
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Valparaiso University

Shaniyah Ann Lundy
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Cordell Devonte Lee
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending University of St. Francis-Joliet

Trenton Trushawn Lee
Graduate of Bloom Trail High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Tyana Antanice Lee
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

London J. Leigh
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Halene Liang
Graduate of Jones College Preparatory High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
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Connor Martin
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Jackson State University

Giana Angelina Martinez
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Northern Illinois University

Kevin McArthur
Graduate of Raytown South High School
Attending Lincoln University

Deonte McCarty
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Illinois State University

Nevaeh Troynae Brandy Miller
Graduate of Frederick Douglass Academy High School
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Taylor Imani Lyons
Graduate of Saint Francis de Sales High School
Attending Columbia College Chicago

Melvin Gene Mack
Graduate of Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men - 
Englewood Campus
Attending Illinois State University

Amariyah Mallory
Graduate of Whitney M. Young Magnet High School
Attending Howard University

Jessica Manley
Graduate of Alan B. Shepard High School
Attending Lansing Community College

Melvin Martey
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Morgan State University
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Jayana R. Monroe
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State 
University

Morghan Quinn Moore
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending Xavier University of Louisiana

Quran Talib Muhammad
Graduate of Urban Prep Charter Academy for Young Men - 
Bronzeville Campus
Attending Northern Illinois University

Tremale R. Murphy Jr.
Graduate of Catalyst Maria Charter School
Attending Southern University and A&M College

Dionne Nesbitt
Graduate of Art In Motion Creative Arts High School
Attending Tuskegee University

Shayla Courtney Miller
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Northern Illinois University

Saniyah Brielle Mines
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending Northern Illinois University

Chase Amiré Mister
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Knox College

Kiauna Rose Mitchell
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Chicago State University

Noah Jordan Mitchell
Graduate of Lincoln Park High School
Attending Georgetown University
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Jayquan Patton
Graduate of Hansberry College Prep
Attending National Louis University

Ethan Scott Payne
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Devonna Pearson
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

La’Sharik Lanette Pearson
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Grand Valley State University

Inayah S. Peters
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Central Piedmont Community College

Hameerat Lucy Ogunnowo
Graduate of Simeon Career Academy
Attending Northern Illinois University

Ayomide David Olatunji
Graduate of Epic Academy
Attending Harvard University

Anastasia Maria Pajak De La Rosa
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending North Central College

Jeremiah Mikal Palmer
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Tennessee State University

Delilah Marie Patterson
Graduate of UIC College Prep
Attending University of Illinois Chicago
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Anaja Porterfield
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Southern Illinois University Edwardsville

Andrew Price
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Olive Harvey College

Zannia Prince
Graduate of Homewood-Flossmoor High School
Attending Winston-Salem State University

Jacob Jay Reames
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Kennedy-King College

Charleston Mario Rice
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Quincy University

Charlotte N. Pettigrew
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Western Illinois University

Arianna Phillips
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Kye Tristen Phillips
Graduate of LEARN Charter School Network
Attending Howard University

Destiny Nicole Pittman
Graduate of Kenwood Academy High School
Attending North Carolina A&T

Kemari Cazayah Porter
Graduate of Ogden International High School
Attending Missouri S&T
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Abdou Rahim Seye
Graduate of Lindblom Math & Science Academy
Attending University of Southern California

Zaid Shine
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Illinois State University

Elijah Ayden Shipps
Graduate of Homewood-Flossmoor High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Tyshay Tatiana Sims
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Olive-Harvey College

Brittany Smith
Graduate of De La Salle Institute
Attending Juniata College

William Dave Richardson
Graduate of Lincoln Park High School
Attending Indiana University Indianapolis

Anijah A. Robinson
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Morgan State University

Alexandria M. Rodgers
Graduate of Evergreen Park Community High School
Attending Howard University

Laniyah Sanders
Graduate of Butler College Prep
Attending University of Illinois Circle Campus

Kamaria Sephus
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Governors State University
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Lauryn/Danny Kai Sommerio
Graduate of Evergreen Park Community High School
Attending Bradley University

Dawnisiyah Songo
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending University of Illinois Chicago

Ra’Quera Sorrells
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Howard University

Hannah Dena Southall
Graduate of Rich Township High School
Attending Grand Valley State University

Qwamaine Spivery
Graduate of Brother Rice High School
Attending Ripon College

Dejah Renee Smith
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending West Virginia University

Jada A. Smith
Graduate of Thornton Fractional North High School
Attending Jackson State University

Nariah Jakayla Smith
Graduate of George Westinghouse College Prep
Attending Coppin State University

Paul Smith
Graduate of Butler College Prep
Attending Illinois State University

Travis Smith
Graduate of Chicago Christian High School
Attending Morehouse College
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Jakob Quindarius Traylor
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Northeastern Illinois university

Nasir Truman
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Wilberforce University

Kavion De Ándre Turner-Winters
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Loyola University Arrupe College

Carlos Varela Jr.
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Clark Atlanta University

Kaijah Lakebia Walls
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Eastern Illinois University

Aaliyah Latrice Stallings
Graduate of Lindblom Math & Science Academy
Attending Louisiana State University

Jayda Swinney
Graduate of Golder College Prep
Attending Illinois State University

Yayra Tamatekou
Graduate of Lindblom Math and Science Academy
Attending University of Michigan Ann Arbor

Kemauri Imani Thomas
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Illinois state University

Shamon Ellis Thompson
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Harry S. Truman College
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Miracle Weddington
Graduate of Daniel Hale Williams Preparatory School of 
Medicine
Attending Southern Illinois Edwardsville

Chanaiya Markita Welton
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Malcolm X College

Billion Aurthur Jordan White
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Illinois Institute of Technology

Nina S. White
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Saint Xavier University

Trinity Whitehead
Graduate of Eastern High School
Attending Kentucky State University

Naria Walls
Graduate of Perspectives Charter High School
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Aubrey Kamora Walton
Graduate of Westinghouse College Prep
Attending Loras College

Martrell Bobby Wardell
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Illinois Institute of Technology

Eddie L. Washington
Graduate of Hansberry College Prep
Attending Southern Illinois University-Carbondale

Walter Lee Watson-Howard
Graduate of Lawrence North High School
Attending University of Cincinnati
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Marilyn Amanda Williams
Graduate of Percy L. Julian High School
Attending Northern Illinois University

Taiya Williams
Graduate of Lincoln Park High School
Attending Illinois State University

Tayla Williams
Graduate of Morgan Park High School
Attending Northern Illinois University

Tumelo Cora Williams
Graduate of University of Chicago Charter School-Woodlawn 
Campus
Attending Loyola University New Orleans

Chanel Willies
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending National Louis University

Ashton Marcelle Williams
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Chicago State University

Deavion Williams
Graduate of Dunbar Vocational Career Academy
Attending Culinary Institute of America

Ezekiel Williams
Graduate of Wendell Phillips Academy
Attending Chicago State University

Isaiah Terrell Williams
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Richard J. Daley College

Jacob Williams
Graduate of Hyde Park Academy High School
Attending Clark Atlanta University
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Raniyah Renee Winfrey
Graduate of Walter H. Dyett High School for the Arts
Attending University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Anastacia G. Wright
Graduate of Tilden Community Career Academy
Attending Northeastern Illinois University

to our 
Educational Services Team

on reaching the 

$31 MILLION MILESTONE

 

 

Our students will be ready to start their 
college journey from day one!

for students to attend college this fall!

Our College & Career Preparation 
Program has guided thousands of

college-bound students in receiving billions
of dollars in funding since it was trailblazed

by the late Silas Purnell in the 1960s. 
The Trunk Scholarships are an important

extension of the program. 
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Board of DirectorsLetter from the CEO

July 17, 2026

Greetings Trunk Scholars and Friends:

On behalf of Ada S. McKinley Community Services, 
Inc., our Board of Directors, and our dedicated staff, it 
is my absolute privilege to celebrate and congratulate 
the 2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarship recipients!

Gathering this year at the Obama Presidential Center 
shortly after its grand opening provides an inspiring 
backdrop. This magnificent space stands as a global 
symbol of leadership, community empowerment, and 
the profound impact of education. Being here today 
reminds us that your potential is limitless. 

Your path to this moment has required immense fortitude. You have 
successfully balanced academic demands, navigated complex financial 
aid landscapes, and triumphed over personal and family adversities. These 
experiences have not just prepared you for higher education; they have forged 
you into resilient, capable leaders who are ready to shape our world. The same 
tenacity that earned you your high school diploma and your college acceptance 
will undoubtedly propel you through this exciting next chapter.

As you prepare to step onto your respective college campuses, you carry with 
you a proud tradition. Our college preparation program has guided more than 
75,000 graduating seniors into over 400 higher education institutions across 
the nation. Today, you join this elite roster of alumni.

We extend our deepest gratitude to the sponsors, donors, and community 
partners whose generosity has made our Trunk Scholarships possible. Your 
investment provides students with more than just material essentials; it 
surrounds them with a powerful village of support. Equipped with their trunks 
and backed by this community, our scholars can walk onto their campuses with 
confidence, dignity, and the certainty that we are all championing their success.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026! We are honored to invest in your journey 
and cannot wait to see the incredible impact you will make.

Best wishes,
Jamal Malone, Chief Executive Officer
Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc.

PRESIDENT
Ron Otocki
Partner, Baringa  

VICE PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT
Anne Nash 
Regional Manager, Google for Education

TREASURER
John Silmon
Financial Advisor, Edward Jones

SECRETARY
Brent Hawkins, Esq. 
Partner, Morgan Lewis 

IMMEDIATE PAST BOARD PRESIDENT 
& MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Ezekiel “Zeke” Morris
Managing Broker, EMA Realty  
& Management

EX OFFICIO MEMBER
Jamal Malone
CEO, Ada S. McKinley Community 
Services, Inc. 

Lily T. Carmody
Group Manager-Advisory, Avanade

Ronald Coriolan, MPA, M.Ed
Real Estate Broker, @properties
Teacher, Chicago Public Schools

Niamh Fitzgerald
Managing Director, Head, Platform, 
Integration and Strategic Initiatives, BMO 
US Wealth Management

Allison H. Foster, MD, FAAP 
Physician, University of Chicago

Alpachino Hogue, Ed. L.D. 
Executive Director, Early Identification 
Program, George Mason University

David Holtkamp, CFA, CFP®
Managing Partner, Burham Harbor 
Private Wealth

Lutalo McGee
Owner and Designated Managing Broker, 
Ani Real Estate (ARE)

Sharon E. Pincham
Retired Assistant Bureau Chief, State of 
Illinois Dept of Rehabilitation Services 
and Dept of Human Services

Djuana Stoakley, Ph.D 
Lead, Strategic Designer at Entergy

Tameka Swain
Senior Manager-Transactional 
Contracting, PwC

Hardy W. Sykes
Solutions Architect, BMO

Carl H. Tutt, Jr.
Founder/Managing Partner,  
Integrating Green Technologies, Inc.

Zack Wahlquist, FASAE, CAE, RCE
CEO/EVP, Institute of Real Estate 
Management (REM) 

Dana M. Whitaker, M. Div., Ph.D.
Administrator/Financial Secretary,  
Holy Temple Cathedral

Charles Williams
Vice President, Nike Global Footwear

Maurice Williams, CCM, PMP
Vice President and Senior Project 
Manager, BMO

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Dr. Roseanne Rosenthal  
  (Past Board President)
Carol E. Bell
June Cole Boulware
Patricia Kay
Fran Kravitz
Martha Malone
Jacqueline E. Dixon Richardson
Dr. James P. Shoffner
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Educational Services Staff & VolunteersA Salute to the Class of 2026

Dear Class of 2026,

Congratulations! Today, we celebrate far more than your graduation. We celebrate your 
resilience, determination, and the extraordinary journey that has brought you to this 
remarkable milestone. Every challenge you overcame, every sacrifice you made, and 
every goal you pursued have led you to this moment.

As first-generation college students, you are doing more than  
earning a diploma and preparing for college. You are 
creating a legacy. Your achievements reflect the hopes of 
your families, the encouragement of your mentors, and the 
limitless potential that has always existed within you.

This year, the Class of 2026 reached an extraordinary 
milestone, earning more than $31 million in scholarships and 
financial assistance. Their remarkable total of $31,037,635 is 
more than a financial achievement. It is a powerful testament 
to your resilience, perseverance, and unwavering belief 
that your dreams are worth pursuing. Every scholarship 
represents a barrier broken, an opportunity created, and a 
brighter future for generations to come.

 It is especially meaningful that we celebrate this occasion here at Home Court in the 
Obama Presidential Center. This is more than a venue. It is a place dedicated to inspiring 
leadership, strengthening communities, and reminding us that ordinary people have the 
power to create extraordinary change. There could not be a more fitting place to honor a 
class whose determination, courage, and perseverance embody that very spirit.

At Ada S. McKinley Community Services, our mission is to empower, educate, and employ 
people to change lives and strengthen communities. For more than a century, we have 
believed in the limitless potential of every individual. Your success reminds us that when 
opportunity is matched with determination and supported by a caring community, lives 
are transformed and futures are forever changed.

As you begin this next chapter, remember that your education is more than a personal 
accomplishment. It is an opportunity to lead with integrity, serve with compassion, and 
inspire those who will follow. Dream boldly. Lead courageously. Lift others as you climb. 
Never allow your circumstances to define your future. Instead, let your education become 
the foundation upon which you build a life of purpose, impact, and service.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, leadership, staff, volunteers, and community partners 
of Ada S. McKinley, congratulations on this extraordinary achievement. We are incredibly 
proud of all you have accomplished and even more excited about the impact you will 
make on your families, your communities, and the world.

The future is brighter because of you. Congratulations, Class of 2026. Go forward with 
confidence, purpose, and the courage to become the leaders our world needs.

“Education is for improving the lives of others and for leaving your community and world 
better than you found it.”   — Marian Wright Edelman

With great pride and admiration,

Venise Hardy, Vice President of Educational Services
Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc.

Debra R. Leonard-Porch
Ariel McCullough
Alici McNeal
Ben Wagner
Scott Welch
Lisa Williams
Chuck Wolf

Special Thanks!
We truly appreciate the 

Founding Leaders of our Education Committee 
and long-time supporters of our 

College & Career Preparation Program

JOSEPH C. BANKS
AL DEBONNETT
ANITA EFRON

VICE PRESIDENT
Venise Hardy

SENIOR PROGRAMS MANAGER
Regina Coleman

COORDINATOR OF COMPLIANCE 
AND QUALITY ASSURANCE
Xolani Mzileni

EDUCATIONAL SPECIALISTS
Robert Ike
Ariel McCullough
David McNeal
Andre Russell

TUTORS
Mykayla Amour
Folashade Nafiu
Hooriya Rathuer
Kimberly Ward

A round of applause for our Educational Services staff and 
leadership on successfully preparing another graduating class  

to pursue their dreams of a post-secondary education!
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Chicago Public Schools Partners

2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships
Letter from the Governor 

 
 
July 17, 2026 
 
Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc. 
1359 W Washington Blvd 
Chicago, IL 60607 
  
Greetings! 
  
As Governor of the State of Illinois, I am pleased to welcome everyone gathered for the 18th 
Annual Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarship Ceremony hosted by Ada S. McKinley Community 
Services, Inc. This occasion offers an exciting opportunity for everyone in attendance to join 
fellow members of your association and generate ideas that implement solutions. I commend the 
work you have done to help make Illinois a stronger and more enjoyable state. 
  
For nearly 20 years, Ada S. McKinley Community Services has awarded scholarship recipients 
with trunks filled with the essentials for first-year students to not only adjust to campus life, but to 
succeed academically. Throughout the decades, Ada S. McKinley Community Services has 
assisted tens of thousands of students in securing scholarships and college acceptances at hundreds 
of colleges and universities throughout the United States. Illinois is proud to have enjoyed your 
service to our state. As you reflect on your accomplishments, I urge you to make plans for the 
future of your association that will build on your past successes. I am grateful for all the ways your 
organization has supported a strong future for Illinois. 
 
On behalf of the people of Illinois, I offer my best wishes for an enjoyable and memorable 
occasion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Governor JB Pritzker 
 
 

100%
of our graduating seniors 

have earned admission

 

into college

100%

 

of high school seniors 
graduated from high 

school

 

of elementary & high school

 

students were promoted to

 

the next grade

91% 
of elementary school

 

students improved

 

their grades

90%

 

of elementary school

 

students improved

 

standardized test scores

Our College Preparation & Placement Program serves 
more than 1,600 Chicago Public Schools annually.

We truly appreciate our partner Chicago Public 
Schools for collaborating with us to make an 
impact through our early intervention and 
college placement programs!

HIGH SCHOOLS
Hyde Park Academy High School
Paul Lawrence Dunbar Vocational Career Academy High School
Percy L. Julian High School
Tilden Career Community Academy High School
Wendell Phillips Academy High School

ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Ida B. Wells Preparatory Elementary Academy
Irvin C. Mollison Elementary School
James R. Doolittle Jr. Elementary School
John B. Drake Elementary School
Ludwig Van Beethoven Elementary School

100%
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                                                           Revie Sorey the Trailblazer
 
Trace Sorey Music Scholarship

Revie Sorey the Trailblazer
Former Ada S. McKinley Educational Services Director
Former Professional American Football Player  
(Chicago Bears, 1975-1983)

Ada S. McKinley is proud to carry out the vision of Revie Sorey 
through Trunk Scholarships. Building community partnerships to 
assist students in pursuing a college education proved to be one 
of the biggest plays of the former Chicago Bear.

Revie Sorey trailblazed our Trunk Scholarship program 18 years ago 
in 2008 after learning our college-bound students were burdened by 
the expenses of dorm room and school supplies not covered by grants 
and scholarships. With the help of his long-time family and friend Anita 
Efron, he went into action and formed the Ada S. McKinley Education 
Committee and began his quest to support college-bound students 
through Trunk Scholarships. Thanks to his vision and action-driven 
approach, hundreds of students have been awarded the living and 
learning essentials they need to focus on their education and adjust 
to their first year in college. We are grateful for his leadership and 
commitment to making a significant impact during a critical turning 
point in the lives of the students we serve.

2026 Trace Sorey Music Scholarship Recipients

Trace Sorey 
Son of Revie Sorey and the late Suzy O’Malley-Sorey 
and Godson to Anita & Mort Efron

Ada S. McKinley is proud to partner with the 
family and friends of Trace Sorey to present this 
special award. Through the Trace Sorey Music 
Scholarship, we are honoring Trace by celebrating 
his accomplishments as a talented musician, singer 
and songwriter. The scholarship is designated 
for deserving undergraduate music majors who 
exemplify our commitment to investing in the future 
of our communities while honoring the memory of 
Revie “Trace” Sorey, III.

SAMUEL BAHENA 
Student at VanderCook  

College of Music

JA’NYSHJA FORREST-BLACK 
Student at VanderCook  

College of Music

Thank you to the donors of the Trace Sorey Music Scholarship
(As of July 13, 2026)

Anonymous (5)
James Bailey
Clifford Benson
Steph Bong
Brian Burk
Anita and Morton Efron
Ross Green
Tina Hill
Iryna Hopkalo

Amy and Bill Jackson
Marsha Jacobson
Felice Knox
Cody Koehler
Audrey Martin 
Francine Martin
Julie Steinberg Marton
Lisa Moon
Taylor Moon

Anthony Natale
George Newell
Bobbie Ruda
Toni Delos Santos
Beth Satterfield
Cynthia Sorey
Revie Sorey
Quinn Sorey
Roz Zweig
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Top Sponsors
2026 Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships
Sponsors and Contributors

Your generosity has truly made a difference. 
The college-bound students featured in this 

Program Booklet will begin their college 
journey with the living and learning essentials 
first-year students need to adjust and achieve 

success in their new environment.

Thank you for believing in  
and supporting our students!

Thank You to our 
2026 Sponsors!

SILVER SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS

PREMIER SPONSOR

Jamal and Latisha 
Malone

GOLD SPONSOR
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TRUNK CONTRIBUTORS (As of July 13, 2026)

www.wintrust.com

When It Matters,  
We’re Here For It.  

Wintrust is proud to support the  
Ada S. McKinley Revie Sorey  

Trunk Scholarships. 

Anonymous (2)

Rashande Alcaraz

Sharon Banks-Pincham

Tina Battle

Linda Beitz

Michelle Bibbs

Jennifer Brothers

The Chicago Community Trust

Rudy Christian

June Cole-Boulware

Elise Couston

Michelle Damico Communications

Allison DeBonnett

Nick Drammissi

Bruce Duffield

Anita and Morton Efron

The Horton Group

Allison Foster

Rich Gamble

Gregory Greenwood

Rashaun Hamilton

Michael Harris Jr.

Darlene Henderson

Litina Hill

Curt and Kimberly Holderfield

Joanne Howard

John Humanski

Patricia Kay

James Lee

Priscilla Morrissette

Sean and Tamekia Muhammad

Ronald Otocki

Joan Radtke

Kim Resnick

John Robak

Revie Sorey

Djuana Stoakley

Andre Sullivan

Alexis Taubert

Sidney Thomas

Melissa Whelan

James Wilder



Values  
in action.
We’re honored to support an 
organization that is helping our 
communities thrive.

plantemoran.com

AFO Technology Group 
is proud to sponsor 

Ada S. McKinley’s  
Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships

AFO Technology Group, LLC
Certified as a City of Chicago  
Minority and Women Owned 

Business Enterprise

architecture | design
technoltd.com

TECHNOLTD.

First American Bank
is a proud supporter of

The Ada S. McKinley
Revie Sorey Trunk Scholarships

Talk to us about your
financial needs.
Personal Banking
Business Solutions

Wealth Management

www.FirstAmBank.com

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to congratulate everyone again at Ada S. McKinley for 
their many achievements throughout Chicago, and their continued 

effort to empower individuals and strengthen communities.  
 

Great Lakes Asset Management Group 
of Wells Fargo Advisors FiNet 
2056 Westings Ave, Suite 540 

Naperville, IL 60563 
Toll Free: (800) 318-0911 
Phone: (630) 548-6141 

Website: www.glaminvestmentgroup.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSET MANAGEMENT 
GREAT LAKES 

WELLS FARGO ADVISORS FINANCIAL NETWORK 
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A special thank you!

Ada S. McKinley Community Services

wishes to thank the

Charles and M. R. Shapiro Foundation
for its generous support of our

College & Career Preparation Program.

The mission of Ada S. McKinley 
Community Services, Inc. is to 
empower, educate, and employ 
people to change lives and 
strengthen communities.  

Ada S. McKinley Community 
Services, Inc. was founded was 
founded in 1919 by Ada Sophia 
McKinley – a teacher and social 
reformer who invested all her time 
and personal resources to serve 
African American World War I 
veterans and support southern 
families fleeing to Chicago during 
the Great Migration.

We are now one of the largest, 
most respected and impactful 
health care, education, and human service social enterprises in the 
Midwest. Our wide range of services include early learning and 
foster care programs; mental health services; college and career 
placement; and support for seniors and people with disabilities. 

The agency has been a pillar of support for families for 107 
years and currently serves over 10,000 people annually at over 
70 locations, primarily in Chicago/Illinois with additional sites in 
Indiana and Wisconsin.

To learn more about our work, visit www.adasmckinley.org 
or follow us on social media.​



Empower. Educate. Employ.
Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc.


