FROM THE CLASSROOM TO THE BOARDROOM

2020

Jamal Malone George Ellzey, Jr.
(Host & Facilitator)

Michael McGrone, Sr.

Dr. David L. Stewart Rashad Talley Ryan Williams, Sr. Ivan G. Williamson



From the Classroom to the Boardroom
GUEST SPEAKERS

Jamal Malone
(Host & Facilitator)

Jeffery Beckham, Jr.

Dr. Samuel Davis

Jamal Malone is the CEO of Ada S. McKinley Community Services, Inc., a
human services agency and social enterprise serving over 10,000 people
annually at over 70 program sites in Chicago, Wisconsin and Indiana.
Jamal previously served as COO and CFO for the National Children’s
Center, based in Washington DC. He has held supervisory positions at CVS
Caremark and OfficeMax and was a Management Consultant with Ernst &
Young. He also founded J&M Professional Services to provide strategic
and financial consulting for small businesses, nonprofits, and civic organi-
zations. Jamal has received several distinguished awards and honors,
including as a Leadership Greater Chicago 2018 Fellow, and Leadership
Greater Washington 2014 Fellow. He has a BA in Accounting from Michi-
gan State University, and MBA cum laude from the University of Notre
Dame. Jamal is an avid swimmer, chess player, and enjoys time with his
wife and three sons.

Jeffery Beckham, Jr. is a community leader and artist who uses his
national platform and artwork to advocate for equity in under-resourced
communities. He is the CEO of Chicago Scholars and the CO-CEO of
Reach Pathways. His leadership has been instrumental in the
organization’s mission to assist over 6,000 first-generation students in
pursuing a college education and achieving financial independence. In
recognition of his dedicated leadership, Jeffery has received numerous
awards, including one of Chicago’s 40 Game Changers Under 40. He has
been a member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Inc. for over 22 years and
an active leader in Chicago’s Bronzeville Community.

Dr. Samuel Davis is Principal of George Washington High School and a
veteran educator with a strong commitment to equity in education. He
began his career as a paraprofessional in a therapeutic day school, later
became a high school Social Studies teacher at Tilden Career Community
Academy High School, and served as Resident Principal of George Wash-
ington Carver Military Academy High School. Samuel is a graduate of
Northern lllinois University and holds his Ed.D. in Urban Education Leader-
ship from the University of lllinois in Chicago. He is dedicated to creating
equitable educational experiences and believes in empowering all students
to become self-advocates and critical thinkers who use education as a tool
to create change.
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George Ellzey, Jr.

Rael Jackson

Rooted in Chicago, George Ellzey, Jr. continues to craft compelling,
socially impactful stories that amplify overlooked voices. He is an
award-winning director and screenwriter whose work explores layered,
emotionally resonant narratives that inspire healing and social change.
His acclaimed short film, Cottage Grove, streamed on AMC+, while his
experimental film, SWITCHIN’ has been featured on NBC5 Chicago and
OTV. His films have screened at prestigious festivals, including Athens
International, Tallgrass, Charlotte, Micheaux, Black Harvest, and George
Lindsey. George is associated with Full Spectrum Features and Creative
Cypher and holds a BA in English & Theater from Bowdoin College and
an MFA in Directing from DePaul University. His debut feature film,
Closed Mouths, begins filming in October 2025.

JDale Hopkinson believes understanding money early can change your
life, and he is passionate about making financial knowledge accessible
to everyone. He is a business leader with nearly two decades of experi-
ence helping companies grow by finding better ways to sell their
products. Dale has led projects that generate over $100 million a year,
negotiated over $50 million in contracts, and created new products
that bring in over $4 million every year. Recognized for his leadership,
he travels the world speaking at events, showing business leaders how
to use technology, especially for growth. He has helped people budget
wisely, stay out of debt, invest in property, start businesses, and build
lasting wealth. Beyond business, Dale is a minister and educator who
teaches about faith, finance, and leadership.

Rael Jackson has created multi-million-dollar brands for entertainers
and corporations. He is the President of Real Men Cook®, one of the
nation’s most popular Father’s Day traditions, with 20+ years in Brand
Building and Marketing. Rael participated in a White House Briefing on
the Digital Divide and co-hosted a White House Briefing on African
Americans in Business & Technology with his company Marketing Op-
portunities in Business & Entertainment. He participated in the re-brand-
ing of the National Urban League Conference and Young Professional
seminars and delivered standing-room only panels which increased
overall participation. Rael also helped launch mobile content provider
and early innovator, Urban World Wireless.
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Lutalo McGee

Javid L. Jenkins is a man defined by resilience, faith, and a relentless
drive to turn adversity into triumph. As the author of lllegitimate:
Redefining the Outcome, he shares his extraordinary journey of
overcoming abuse and rejection to his rise as one of Chicago's most
influential business leaders in the fitness industry. He founded Getting
Better Fitness, one of the largest Black-owned gyms in Chicago,
helping thousands transform their lives through health and wellness.
A natural storyteller, Javid is also a playwright who toured two
celebrated stage productions. He currently serves as the Benefits
Coordinator for National Teachers Associates, managing their Chicago
team with unmatched dedication and expertise. Beyond his professional
achievements, he is a devoted husband and proud father of six.

Lutalo McGee is a member of the Ada S. McKinley Board of Directors,
Owner and Designated Managing Broker of Ani Real Estate (ARE) and
Team Leader of The Ani Team. ARE is a minority certified commercial
and residential real estate brokerage in the Chicago metropolitan area.
Lutalo is a member of the Chicago Association of Realtors where he
has earned Top Producer for several years, Managing Broker of the
Year, and their Community Service Award. He is also a member of the
lllinois Association of Realtors, and the National Association of Real-
tors. He currently serves as the Treasurer of the Chicago Association of
Realtors, Chair of Housing at Rainbow Push, and Project Manager for
the Appraisal Taskforce at the Chicago Urban League. When relaxing,
Lutalo is with his family, riding his motorcycle, playing video games,
watching the Bears/Bulls/Cubs, and/or traveling.
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Michael McGrone, Sr.

-
Dr. Johnathan
McKenzie

Michael McGrone, Sr. is the Principal at lllinois Youth Center - Chicago,
an all-boys prison. His primary goal is to reduce the number of black and
brown students transitioning from school to prison. Michael is a native
of Gary, Indiana who has experienced numerous challenges. His life
nearly ended to gun violence, and he has lost numerous friends to gun
violence and incarceration. Despite being physically abused, failing the
3rd grade, graduating high school with a 1.2 GPA, and being homeless
during his first year in college, Michael graduated with his Master’s in
Educational Leadership from Governors State University with a 3.8 GPA
and became the first African American Assistant to serve as Principal of
Bishop Noll Institute in its 88-year history. He has created various men-
toring programs such as Men of Distinction, Ace Tech Ambassador, and
Men of Valor. Michael has 17 brothers and sisters, including a twin sister.

Dr. Jonathan McKenzie is an award-winning educator, community orga-
nizer, and motivational speaker with a Doctorate in Educational Adminis-
tration. He has served as a faculty trainer for numerous U.S. Department
of Education-sponsored training grants, and delivered impactful keynote
presentations and training sessions to corporations, school systems, and
universities nationwide. As a Walter O. Mason Award Winner with over
35 years of experience, Johnathan has written and secured over 200
federally funded grants, equipping thousands of underrepresented
students with access to post-secondary education. He is the CEO of the
Family Centered Educational Agency where he leads 11 TRIO programs
that serve over 4,100 students annually. As pastor of Hopewell Mission-
ary Baptist Church, Johnathan unites communities, law enforcement,
and educational groups to advocate for low-income families.
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Emeka Okafor

Chuck Okafor is a dedicated community leader with over 15 years of
experience in education, instructional design, and youth development.
Known for his inclusive leadership style and commitment to empowering
others, he currently serves as Director of Programs at South Central
Community Services where he develops initiatives that serve diverse
populations, including at-risk youth and senior citizens. Chuck’s leader-
ship includes the creation of impactful programs such as Hoop and Hustle
and Pallet Playground, which provide safe spaces and opportunities for
growth within the community. He served as Director of Admissions at
lllinois Media School, Training Director at DOAP Logistics, and Adjunct
Professor at East-West University. He holds a Master’s in Instructional
Technology and a Bachelor’s in Education, combining academic insight
with practical experience to bridge gaps in opportunity.

Emeka Okafor is a resilient educator and entrepreneur whose journey
exemplifies determination and transformation. After attending multiple
high schools without graduating, he earned an adult high school diplo-
ma and went on to obtain a Master’s degree. Facing homelessness and
various challenges, he became a teacher to inspire students facing
similar struggles. Having learned from past mistakes that could have
led to prison, Emeka and his sister founded a successful business,
proving that it’s never too late to change your life. His story serves as a
powerful reminder that resilience and hard work can pave the way to a
brighter future.
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Rashad Talley

Dr. David L. Stewart is a reformed architect reborn as an urban
designer, business scientist, passionate educator and lover of all
things creative. In his architectural career, he has worked to increase
representation of African Americans. David leveraged his architec-
tural experience to make an impact on improving conditions for
Black and Brown people in urban spaces. He is currently the Director
of Design Practice at Territory NFP, a youth led urban design and
architecture practice located in the Austin neighborhood. Addition-
ally, David is a professional photographer with his own practice and
has been published in multiple countries. He is the Co-Host of a
podcast entitled They Ain’t Ready. David has been a professor for
over 13 years teaching at several universities. He holds a B.A. in
Architectural Studies from the University of lllinois-Chicago, a M.S. in
Real Estate from Roosevelt University, an M.B.A. from American
Intercontinental University and holds a Doctorate in Business Admin-
istration from National Louis University.

A proud son of the South Side, Rashad Talley is the current Principal
of Wendell Phillips Academy High School. He is driven by faith,
purpose, and a steadfast commitment to nurturing the next genera-
tion—from the classroom to the boardroom. Rashad has over 20
years of experience empowering students and transforming school
communities across Chicago. He has driven significant gains in
academic outcomes, post-secondary success, and student culture.
Rashad is the founder of The Black Aggregation, a mentorship
collective for Black male educators and community leaders. Deeply
committed to youth development, he mentors young men through
the Kappa League (Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.) and supports
emerging leaders as a father volunteer with the Jack and Jill of
America Teen Club. Rashad holds a superintendent endorsement
and is pursuing his Ed.D. at Northern lllinois University. A 2025
Chicago Defender Man of Excellence, he is most proud of his role as
a devoted husband and father of three.
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Ryan Williams, Sr.

Ivan G. Williamson

Ryan Williams, Sr. began his journey in Chicago’s Englewood
neighborhood and discovered his flair for sales and numbers as a
shoe salesman at Ford City Mall. He walked to work every day
from Englewood to Ford City until his uncle gave him a car in
which he spent his money fixing it up until it was top notch. After
high school, he became a loan officer until the real estate market
crashed in 2008. He stepped out on faith and started a high-end
luxury limousine company that is now Private Landing, one of
Chicago’s premier chauffer companies. He also co-founded Pure
Luxury Mobile Detail Spa with his wife. Ryan is an active leader in
the Englewood community, and his mentorship has reached
l[imousine companies across 28 states and four countries.

lvan G. Williamson is Senior Environmental Scientist for
Burns & McDonnell, a full-service engineering and con-
struction firm that completes projects in all areas of infra-
structure, energy, industry, transportation and specialized
aviation or chemical facilities. He has held several roles that
require vast expertise including site investigation and
assessment, sampling, development of conceptual models,
remediation design and implementation, community rela-
tions support, data management and validation, and imple-
mentation of ambient and health and safety air monitoring
programs. As a supplier diversity advocate, lvan is dedicat-
ed to helping identify, grow and partner with minority,
women or veteran-owned business to connect them with
opportunities to bid on and win projects.
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